
See the USA in Your Chevrolet: 
The American Road Trip Reconsidered

MTI Research Snaps: 

Presented by Dan Albert, PhD and Allyson Hobbs, PhD

September 17, 2020



Dan & Melissa, Bethesda, Maryland 1992
The Oregon Coast, 4 weeks later.

No GPS Allowed!

The Unconsidered Road Trip



Ken Burns, PBS   Smithsonian

(Re)considering the Road Trip Road
America Needs More Roads!

https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/horatios-drive/
https://americanhistory.si.edu/exhibitions/america-on-the-move


Roads to Tell Colonizing Stories

“a woman's national movement to awaken 
interest in a national highway from ocean to 
ocean, along the old trails of the nation's 
pioneers.

- Elizabeth Butler Gentry,D.A.R

Pioneers Invade Mexico, 1846



Roads to Tell Patriotic Stories 

“...the parks are national properties in which every citizen 
has a vested interest... [they] contain the highest 
potentialities of national pride, national contentment, and 
national health.....” - Stephen Mather, NPS

Park-to-Park Highway



Along Route 66, it is a terror between towns. -Steinbeck, Grapes of Wrath

Revisionist Road Stories

Get Your Kicks on Route 66



Celebrating the Road Trip Story for Profit

  1903 Selling Cars 1970s Selling SUVs   2020 Selling Cash Back

https://youtu.be/a58NBmHPehI


Road Stories Left Untold



Far From Sanctuary 

African American Travel in Twentieth 
Century America

Allyson Hobbs
17 September 2020































Thank you for joining us for
See the USA in Your Chevrolet:
The American Road Trip 
Reconsidered

Tune in for our next webinar in partnership with Silicon Valley Bicycle 
Coalition “Surveying Silicon Valley on Cycling” on September 24, 2020 
at 7p.m.! Visit https://transweb.sjsu.edu/events for details and 
registration.

Have a suggestion for a webinar topic you’d like to see featured? Email 
irma.garcia@sjsu.edu

https://transweb.sjsu.edu/events

