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Vision Zero 
Shifting the Paradigm for 

Safety Mobility 



What is Vision Zero Network?

Resources

Discussions & Webinars

Peer exchange

Policy Initiatives

Events

Learn more at visionzeronetwork.org







In 2021, the U.S. 
experienced a 16-
year high in traffic 

deaths 

= 42,915 people

&
a 40-year high in 

pedestrian deaths 

= 7,388 people 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/early-estimate-2021-traffic-fatalities
https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/early-estimate-2021-traffic-fatalities








Source: CDC





We get the results we design for







A paradigm =  a framework of thought or a set of 
assumptions, attitudes, concepts, and values that are 

widely accepted within a particular discipline or field.

It essentially defines a way of looking at or thinking 

about something.

Shifting the Paradigm for 
Safety Mobility 



Stop Accepting Preventable 

Traffic Deaths
Demand change now!





Stop Super-Sizing Vehicles

Align Vehicles with Safety Priorities



Stop Prioritizing Speeds….

…over Safety



Stop Victim-Blaming Prioritize Safe Spaces, Safe Speeds, 

Save Vehicles



Stop Prioritizing 

“Level of 

Service”

Start Prioritizing 

“Level of 

Safety”









World Day of Remembrance 2024: 70+ communities in 30 states and DC

Metuchen, NJ Worcester, MA Albany, NY San Luis Obispo, CA

Washington DCParker, COSalt Lake City, UTJacksonville, FL



Check out more SS4A tips  



New Consideration for Implementation Proposals

NOTE new SS4A language:
“...infrastructure reducing lane capacity for vehicles 
or reducing access for emergency vehicles, delivery 
vehicles, and vehicles serving the disabled” will be 
viewed “less favorably by the Department.”

NOFO, p.54



We can do this. We’ve made big changes before.

Smoking is down 70% 
over the last 60 years

“Driving is the new smoking: Lessons from America’s public health 

victory over tobacco”



3 Asks Today: Shifting the Paradigm

1 - Crash not Accident

2 - Call for Safety over Speed (Level of Safety > Level of 
Service)

3 - Get $$$ to show (not just tell tell) what works (= SS4A)



Thank you!
Leah Shahum 

leah@visionzeronetwor
k.org

visionzeronetwork.org
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