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If you are a middle-school teacher, club leader, or program counselor, you and your students can
compete to win up to $1,000 for your classroom, club, or program, plus an all-expenses-paid trip to
San José, California, to be honored at the MTI Awards Banquet.

Teacher, club leader, or program counselor leading a competing team receives a $500 honorarium at
the conclusion of the competition.

More than 43,000 people die on roads in the U.S. each year and millions more are injured. Conventional
viewpoints have held that collisions are an inevitable consequence of modern roads. However, armed
with the right strategies, we can stop this trend and bring these grim statistics down to zero. This is
#VisionZero2030—a commitment to stopping traffic-related deaths and injuries by the year 2030.

Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg called the number of traffic deaths a national crisis. Last year,
the Biden Administration gave $5 billion to the Safe Streets & Roads for All to promote safety for all road
users, especially vulnerable pedestrians and bicyclists. Despite these efforts, people are still dying—on
average, four lives are lost every hour, every day, across the nation due to traffic collisions. The clock is
ticking, and the time for action is now.

Teams, your task is to choose one of the prompts below and explore a solution that will bring your
community closer to #VisionZero2030.

To learn more about Vision Zero, read A Primer on Vision Zero and Nine Components of a Strong Vision
Zero Commitment from Vision Zero Network.

https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/following-new-data-showing-traffic-fatalities-remain-persistently-high-usdot
https://injuryfacts.nsc.org/motor-vehicle/overview/introduction/
https://visionzeronetwork.org/about/what-is-vision-zero/
https://apnews.com/article/traffic-deaths-distracted-driving-crisis-6db6471e273b275920b6c4f9eb7e493b
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/SS4A
https://visionzeronetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/What-is-VZ_FINAL.pdf
https://visionzeronetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/VZN-9-Components.pdf
https://visionzeronetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/VZN-9-Components.pdf
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1. What technological innovation could make roads safer and make transportation more
sustainable? What would this innovation look like? Drone-based traffic enforcement? Automated
traffic cameras? Self-driving cars? What would they cost to create and implement? How would
they help roads become safer while also making transportation more sustainable? Choose one
technology and explain how they contribute to both sustainable transportation and Vision Zero,
the implications of using this technology, and how to implement it.

Additional resources:
● “Can A.I. All but End Car Crashes? The Potential Is There.” via The New York Times
● “Why Data Is Key To Improving Pedestrian Safety” via Forbes
● “Speed cameras would ticket drivers in these California cities under proposed bill” via San

Francisco Chronicle

2. Imagine you're in charge of designing roads in your town. How can we improve the role of urban
planning and infrastructure design to create safer roads? Provide 1-2 specific examples of how
changes in road design can enhance safety. Consider materials & technology that would also
contribute to reduce the impact of transportation on climate change.

Additional resources:
● “Why ‘Vision Zero’ Hit a Wall” via CityLab
● “Where ‘Vision Zero’ Is Working” via CityLab
● “A New Jersey city achieved 0 traffic deaths in 4 years with quick, high impact ideas” via

NPR

3. Explore the intersection of safety and sustainability. If more people used more sustainable
transportation options, would there be fewer traffic injuries and deaths? If more people walk and
bike and use public transit, how can we keep them safe? How do we encourage more people to
walk and bike? Propose a plan to 1) promote sustainable transportation options (e.g., a plan to
get your community walking to school) and 2) how this plan fits in with Vision Zero.

Additional resources:
● “Five Ways to Engage Youth in Road Safety Initiatives” via National League of Cities
● “Public Transit: An Undervalued, Effective Vision Zero Strategy” via Vision Zero Network
● “Vision Zero Cities: Driving as a Risk Factor: A New Paradigm” via Streetsblog

4. Imagine you're in charge of $5 billion for the Safe Streets & Roads for All project. How can you
spend it to make transportation both safer and better for the planet? Devise a specific project for
how to share and use the funds to meet Vision Zero goals and also lower the pollution from
transportation.

Additional resources:
● “Feds Hand Money to Cities for Safer Streets and Resilient Infrastructure” via Governing
● “Vision Zero: Maps Fuel Funding for Equitable Traffic Safety in Louisville” via Esri Blog
● “North Carolina's Opportunity for Clean and Equitable Transportation” via NRDC Blog

transweb.sjsu.edu

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/19/technology/ai-road-car-safety.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2023/04/13/why-data-is-key-to-improving-pedestrian-safety/?sh=16d248957403
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/california-speed-cameras-18207180.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/california-speed-cameras-18207180.php
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2022-04-11/-vision-zero-at-a-crossroads-as-u-s-traffic-death-rise
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-11-25/the-us-cities-where-vision-zero-traffic-safety-fixes-are-working
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/25/1119110757/traffic-deaths-car-accident-hoboken-new-jersey-vision-zero
https://www.nlc.org/article/2023/06/29/five-ways-to-engage-youth-in-road-safety-initiatives/
https://visionzeronetwork.org/public-transit-an-undervalued-effective-vision-zero-strategy/
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2022/10/19/vision-zero-cities-driving-as-a-risk-factor-a-new-paradigm
https://www.governing.com/community/feds-hand-money-to-cities-for-safer-streets-and-resilient-infrastructure
https://www.esri.com/about/newsroom/blog/prioritizing-louisville-road-safety-projects/
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/coral-lin/north-carolinas-opportunity-clean-and-equitable-transportation
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How to Participate

Important Dates

October 24, 2023 Registration is due on this date by 11:59p.m. (PT).

Please note that if you are interested in or waiting for MTI to pair your team
with a transportation professional you may leave the second part of the
form blank.

February 24, 2024 Ready to compete? Project Entry Form & Photo Release Form are due on
this date by 11:59p.m. (PT).

March 24, 2024 Final videos due to alverina.weinardy@sjsu.edu by 11:59p.m. (PT).
 Approved video formats: MOV, MP4, Youtube, Google Drive. For Google
Drive submission, the permission needs to be set so that anyone with the
link can view the file.

Program Exit Survey is due on this date at the same time.

Questions? Contact MTI's Program Liaison Susan Vinh (susan.vinh@sjsu.edu).

transweb.sjsu.edu

https://transweb.sjsu.edu/sites/default/files/2024%20Garrett%20Morgan%20Flowchart%20(8.14).pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLPinjccq8oj4eQcKI0p8b98-LdyjlRcaxM_CCS2IYzBkatQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdul1TNp52ccMg43fhRvgRy4282S8ChRaOk-6_Rqwm-xhw0bg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1z0Jbf3Zy_0Fc4qqUl5yUjxOL4znxjGxz9tn1rjrKVZNzGA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://forms.gle/5ipuGenhKGV8Zo2B8
mailto:susan.vinh@sjsu.edu

