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Both self-interest and ideology affect voter decisions.

Political ideology was consistently found to be the strongest predictor of support for the ballot
propositions considered in this study. However, results indicate that self-interest is also a powerful
determinant of voting on transit-related propositions. For example, downtown residents will tend to
support transit-infrastructure to which they will have easy access.

Sample results from voting models:
Likelihood of voter with specified characteristic to support Prop 23%

A white, middle-aged, middle-income,Alameda county ...is predicted to support Prop 23
homeowner with the following additional characteristics... with the following probability:
High school educated, Republican in a typical suburban neighborhood 70.3%

College educated, Republican in a typical urban neighborhood 56.2%

High school educated, Democrat in a typical suburban neighborhood 15.4%

College educated, Democrat in a typical urban neighborhood 1.3%

* Given Prop 23 from the 2010 election proposed to place a moratorium on policies that hold the potential to yield large sources
of funding for low-carbon transit infrastructure, the authors considered Prop 23 to be an anti-transit proposition.

Policy Recommendations
The authors recommend that policy makers consult this report when drafting propositions and building
political coalitions. Specific policy recommendations include:

*  Nurture downtown neighborhoods for positive feedback benefits; Downtown residents are
more likely to use transit, and as this study documents, are also more likely to vote for improved
transit infrastructure—which will further strengthen urban neighborhoods.

* Transit-related propositions—even gasoline taxes—can succeed, but only if they are carefully
designed to distribute benefits and costs across politically important groups.
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